Written Comments from Project MIND Workshop Evaluations
 (10/30/03)
Submitted by Putnam County School District, Palatka, Florida. 

Contacts: Paula Forsyth, Karen Hager
Telephone:386-329-0632; Email: hager_k@popmail.firn.edu
Describe any new insights or skills you gained from Project MIND:
· I now realize the importance of using a variety of strategies to help find something that “clicks” when associating numbers and building number sense.

· New ways of doing old things – step outside the box. ☺
· Too many to list!
· I love alternative ways of thinking.
· I learned many new ideas and strategies that I will try in my class.
· Many new methods of multiplication and subtraction.

· I like how everybody is equal no matter what your background (i.e., All students and teachers can learn Project MIND strategies.)
· New strategies for teaching math concepts in my class.  Great techniques to help improve FCAT scores.

· New ways of thinking about numbers; I never thought about manipulating numbers to make things easier.
· The workshop provided a new, interesting way to look at numbers by showing different ways to think about addition, subtraction, multiplying, and division.
· I was able to incorporate many new strategies for all kinds of math skills into my thinking.

· Let the students to the work in a way they understand.

· I learned a variety of ways to solve traditional math problems.

· The insight I gained was to allow/force the kids to think.  In the past, I would quickly give a solution.  I now will allow the kids to work through it.

· Great for co-op groups and as a door opener.  Project M.I.N.D. has been great for helping me think in a different way concerning my teaching style.

· I learned how important adding is to multiplication, and how important thinking rather than computing on paper is.

· Helps one to reevaluate their math instruction.  Focus more on problem solving that involves the active participation of learners.

· Wow!  There in not enough space on this form to recap all of the new skills.  Therefore, I will have to share the insights I liked most: the strategies to look at numbers differently; students taking ownership of math problems.

· Better ways to integrate writing/reading into math.

· Make the students think.

What I like best about the presentation was:

· The energy and attitude of Mrs. Su and her assistant.
· Fast pace, use of manipulatives and games.

· Informative and exciting.
· The strategies and hands on activities.

· The hands on activities. (x 3)
· Great innovative ideas.
· Hands on.
· The games.
What I like best about the presentation was (cont’d.):

· Energetic, involved.

· Alternate ways to do math.

· The games, instructional material, treats.
· Fun; made me feel smart.

· Active participation.  Will be able to use ideas in class.

· All of the neat, different, & fun activities.

· Activities – fun and challenging.

· Resource books to take back to the classroom to refer to in future lessons.

· A chance to think and share within my group.

· Very interactive.

· Great affordable ideas.

· Excellent activities, fast paced, very engaging.

· The usefulness in my classroom.

· New ideas.

· The relaxed atmosphere and Dr. Su’s knowledge is fantastic.

· Mental math strategies.

· Games and good strategies.

What I Would Add/Change:
· Wouldn’t change anything.  It was wonderful. ☺
· Nothing. (x 2)
· Instead of 3 days, offer 5 days and in the summer.
· More time.
· Make it longer.
· Be able to practice each strategy a little longer.
· Nothing.  Well, maybe offer to more participants.
· Spend more time on how you would introduce/present this to the classroom.
Comments and Suggestions:

· Best Workshop Ever Attended!
· Great innovative ideas.
· Please follow-up!
· The Best Workshop Ever! 
· More, more, more.
� Comments from all 29 participating teachers are included without any editing.





